Neuropsychological functioning in a young adult case of schizencephaly.
Schizencephaly is a rare neuromigrational/organizational disorder characterized by the development of cerebral clefts, which are typically associated with neurological sequelae including seizures, motor disturbances, and cognitive dysfunction. Although there are multiple case reports of schizencephaly and associated neurological sequelae, primarily in children, the literature regarding neuropsychological manifestations of schizencephaly is limited. This article reviews the case of a woman diagnosed with bilateral schizencephaly at age 29. Neuropsychological testing revealed intact intelligence and memory functioning. However, impairments were noted in attention, executive functioning, expressive language skills, visual-spatial abilities, and bilateral manual motor skills, all of which were adversely impacting her functional abilities (e.g., ability to be gainfully employed). Given the potential variability in deficits associated with schizencephaly, this case demonstrates the utility of neuropsychological evaluation for understanding cognitive and functional consequences of bilateral schizencephaly.